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THE TRAINING OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND
WORKERS AMONG IMMIGRANTS IN AMERICA

MISS CARRIE M. BARGE

Delaware, Ohio.

The supreme conception in our early national thought was that
of God, the supreme head of the nation—the corner stone of our
national structure. We need only refer to colonial history to see
that theocratic ideal. This nation was established as a Christian
democracy. Freedom to worship God was accorded to all—not to
worship a system of philosophy or a cult, but to worship God—a
personal God, living, ruling, inspiring in the whole range of a na-
tion's life. If we are to survive as a Christian nation we dare not
lose this thought of God as the source of our life and our only suf-
ficient guide in all that concerns our national well being. If we are
to keep the leadership in the movements of the world we must hold
the vigor of that theocratic ideal.

This we cannot hope to do as a people unless we see that this
ideal is imparted to all the multitudes who come to dwell among us
and help to mould our national life. Most of those who are com-
ing now bring with them either a decadent religion or a denial of
religion. Dr. Thompson points out the mere mingling of races has
not always been salutary. The barbarians who invaded Rome were
not saved by its culture but by missionary activity—Great Britian
owes its present enlightened condition to the fact that the Christian
Church in Europe was obedient to the command of Jesus. In the
light of history the regeneration of America cannot be trusted to so-
cial evolution.

The greatest Americanizing institution for alien children is the
public school; but it is possible for the alien child to thus become
Americanized and yet know not of the theocratic ideal and of God's
word to which we owe the very existence of the public school sys-
tem. The Bible is barred from the public school. All pictures of
Madonnas are removed from the school rooms of New York and
any reference is forbidden to the birthday of Christ.

We turn next to industry which becomes a great force in the life
of the immigrant and we find it quite often not humanized, much
less Christianized—as witness various surveys and investigations
made in recent years, and we cannot hope that here he will be
trained for religious leadership. If the whole fabric of our civiliza-
tion were shot through and through with Christianity—if a great
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Christian conscience were regnant in every phase and reach of our
nation's life—Industrial, Commercial, Political, Social, and Reli-
gious—they would imbibe this as readily as they do our language
and our vices. Our failure at this point is our humiliation as we
witness the degeneracy of many aliens in our midst In every state
in the Union the tendency to crime and pauperism is greater after
the alien has lived here ten years than at first Prof. Wilcox of
Cornell tells us that nineteen twentieths of aliens in almshouses are
those who have been resident here more than ten years. Our great-
est menace is not in arrival of new immigrants but in the vice-
breeding centers into which they are thrust.

If our children need the Sunday school the alien child needs it
more and it may be made a factor in religious education of the child.
The night schools under Christian leadership are powerful factors.
They find immediate use for English and are happy to be gathered
into classes where it is taught The New Testament is a splendid
primer for the study of English, and in the case of Jewish classes
the Psalms can be used. Dr. Steiner says it is a mistake to suppose
that the religious motive needs to be hidden: what we must avoid is
controversy or proselyting. One of the best helps is that prepared
by Mrs. Mary Clark Barnes and published by the Y. W. C. A. en-
titled, "Earlier and Later Stories and Songs for New Students in
English." This is an ingeniously worked out method of reaching
the mind and heart of the immigrant The book has grown out of
practical work in teaching adult foreigners to speak, read and write
the English language. Beginning with "Abraham the Immigrant"
the simplest possible words needed for immediate use growing
out of the story are taught to the pupil. This book, illustrated, can
,be had for 60c There are also leaflets and wall charts to accom-
pany the stories on "Number"—"Money"—"Time"—"Alphabet"
and song lessons including America. The entire set of 32 wall
charts, a copy of suggestions to teachers, and ten each of the 48
lesson leaflets, can be purchased for $5.00. As a training in self-
help let the pupil pay 1 cent each for the leaflets as they are received
and the matter of expense is settled. These lessons have the ap-
proval of both Priest and Rabbi and the endorsement of Dr. Rau-
schenbusch and Dr. Steiner and many others.
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